Ploidy studies of pleomorphic adenomas and minor salivary gland carcinomas of the palate.
Ploidy studies of tumors are a diagnostic and prognostic aid. The aim of the present study was to evaluate the DNA content of palate aggressive pleomorphic adenomas (PA) and adenocarcinomas of the salivary glands. Twelve cases of salivary gland tumors of the palate were selected from the archives of the Oral Pathology Department, Faculty of Dentistry, University of Buenos Aires (1966-2001). Six cases corresponded to aggressive pleomorphic adenomas (PA) and the remaining six to adenocarcinomas (AD). Myxoid and epithelial areas of PA were evaluated. The epithelial areas of the most aggressive cases of PA exhibited a high DNA content. The myxoid areas of same cases of PA had a 2C ploidy level. The difference in ploidy values between the myxoid and epithelial areas of PA would suggest the presence of different cell populations. DNA content and the detection of aneuploidy would be prognostic aids in palate salivary gland carcinomas.